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Subject: The USS LIRERTY (AGTR-)) Struck by Torpedo

l. At 080911 EDT June, USCINCLEUR notJf}ed the NMCC by phone
that the USS LIBERTY was under altack, had been hilt by a torpedo
atid was listing to starbord, The ship was operalting in the '
Mediterranean Sen, approximatply 60-70 mlles east-northpa t of
Port Said, ) '

2. The o:al reporl of the Incldent was confirmed by a
COMSIAUVHITIY mepsage reporiing the USS LIBERTY had been hif by a
torpedo on the starbord silde at ﬁSOS.O EDT. Three uwidentd Fled
guanboeats were reported Lo be approaching the vessel with the
vos LIEERTY listing Dadly.

3. At 081013 EDT a messapge from COMSIXTHFLI stated ihe
attack forces were declared hostlle. COMSIXTHFIT also reported
the following aetnons: The USS AMERICA had been dilirected to
Jdzunich four armcd A-lls and thce USS SARATOGA to launch four
a=-is with Tighter cover to defend LIRBERTY. The pllots were
Sire~ted to remaln clear of land, In addition,.TF-60 was.
dirTected to proceed toward the scene. Alr refueling tankers
rare alzo ordered to 1auneh, the firat aireraft were on the
scene at &pprox1mabe1y 09!5 LDT . :

L, At 081045 EDT, a message was receilved from hhe USDAO 1n
el Aviv stating that JIsraell alreraft and motor torpedo boats
had erroncously- attacked a wvessel in the Mediterranean Sea at

ﬁjfUUU EDT', which was thought to be a US Navy ship. Israell
helicopters were conducting rescue operations. The Israell
sovernment sent abJect apologies and requested information on
other U3 ships near the war zone. .

5. Late information discloses ten US killed and > wounded
of' whom 15 are in serlous condltlon. ,

6. Two destroyers from TF—GO have been directed to proceed
at full speed to the USS LIBERTY, now underway north on &.
northwesterly course at 8 knots., The rendezvous 15 estimated
for Q001 EDT 9 June.
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7. ‘LIBERTY declined the ail offered by the Israsli heli-
couiorsﬂ the statue of evacuatlon of wounded is unlkmown at
Cthiz {ime, however, hellcopter evacuation 38 not Teasible,

L

'-8. A Jate rgport reveals. that LIBERTY was subJect to six
eircraft siraflng passes 1ln additlon to the attacks of the gun-

hoats 'clited in paragraph 2, above,
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